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Boise State University’s place at the center 
of the dynamic growth of Southwest Idaho has never 
come into sharper focus than during the planning 
process for the Center for Environmental Science and  
Economic Development (CESED).

This state-of-the-art interdisciplinary academic and research 
center is so essential to the State of Idaho and Boise State that 
securing partial funding for the estimated $35 million to $40 
million building is the university’s top legislative priority for the 
2008 legislative session.

CESED brings together, under one roof, many of the State of 
Idaho’s experts on issues such as the environment, transportation, 
water, land use, and community and regional planning. 

In short, CESED creates a hothouse for ideas essential to the 
region’s continued growth as a vibrant marketplace, sustainable 
outdoor playground, statewide political center and home for the 
one million people expected to live in the metropolitan area by the 
year 2030.

As the future home to Boise State’s departments of Geosciences, 
Civil Engineering, Public Policy and Administration, and 
Political Science, CESED creates an opportunity for an enhanced 
interdisciplinary cross-pollination in these arenas. Community 
partners who rely on Boise State’s expertise and leadership in these 
areas will reap even greater benefits through an enhanced ability to 
attract more externally sponsored research and advance academics.
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The Center for Environmental Science

and Economic Development

•	CESED brings three of Boise State’s central academic, research 
and community support pillars under one roof

•	CESED supports interdisciplinary research initiatives, educa-
tional programs and research partnerships in the area of envi-
ronmental science and economic development

•	CESED continues the university’s practice of finding and  
encouraging academic and research synergies and pooling  
resources

•	CESED’s interdisciplinary cross-pollination of the programs 
housed there will be aided by a building organization and state-
of-the-art design that promotes collaboration between scientists, 
engineers and public policy experts

•	CESED is the first of four new science and engineering build-
ings in Boise State’s southeast expansion zone – adjacent to the 
Engineering Technology building, the Micron Engineering 
Center and the Harry Morrison Laboratory

•	CESED answers the university’s need for more room to house 
the university’s expanding research portfolio through the cre-
ation of cutting edge geological science and civil engineering 
teaching and research laboratories

•	CESED’s modern laboratories and work areas are config-
ured within a modular lab design and infrastructure system 
ensuring future flexibility including rapid and inexpensive  
reconfiguration in response to changes in research participants 
or project needs


